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 Licenses, Permits, and Accreditation
 

Would you go to a school that wasn’t accredited? What about a
restaurant that didn’t have the proper approvals? To legally run a
business of any kind, there are certain approvals that must be
obtained. This may be in the form of a license, a permit, or
accreditation depending on the location and the business type.
Healthcare facilities have plenty of rules and regulations that must
be followed. Without these proper approvals, you would not be
able to open your healthcare facility. In designing and building a
healthcare facility, all of the above need to be in place for the
doors to open to the general public. You need to have these to get
the support from the public to visit your facility, for healthcare
personnel to want to work for you, and to be part of the business
community. It will be difficult to attract anyone until you are legally

able to open your door. 
 
There are business permits that
need to be obtained for cities and
states. All of these are different
depending on where your
business will be. Many states
require types of licenses or
permits to run any business. As
the business owner, you need to
determine what approvals are
required for your particular type of
facility. 
 
Because there are so many
different regulations depending
on the local and type of facility,
checking the requirements for
your specific business is

essential. To find these, you can do this by looking online at local or state websites (.gov sites are best). 
 
For an example, imagine you want to open a child care facility in Miami, Florida. Go to the SBA website,
type in the zip code and the business type. If the type of business you are starting is not listed, then
chose general licensing and it will connect you with the county, state and local requirements. For a child
care business, you need to get a general business license and a child care services license. According to
the site, there are several general permits that could be required. Now, if you were going to be starting a
plumbing business in Louisville, Kentucky, you would need different licenses such as a general business
license and a plumber-contracting license. 
 
There are business owner groups that you can join to get assistance with these things. You can meet with
other business owners who have been through this process and can offer assistance on what you need
to do. You must have the right requirements in place to start your business.
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